Water Resistance





Please answer these questions.





Describe what it is like when you try to run through the water in a swimming pool. Why is it difficult?


How would you change the shape of your body so that you could move 


     more easily through the water?  Why do you think this helps?


Think of objects and animals that travel under water, for example  


     submarines and fish.  What shape are they?  Draw a diagram to show 


     their outline shape.  Can you think how their shape helps them travel 


     through the water?


 


You are now going to plan and carry out an experiment to find out which shapes move easily through water.





Get a tall measuring cylinder filled with water and a ball of plasticine.


(The plasticine can be formed into different shapes.)


Think about how you are going to use these things to find out which shapes move easily through water. 


What will you do? 


What will you measure? 


How will you make your test fair?


Once you know what you are going to do give your experiment a title.


Next explain what you are going to do and how you have decided to make the test fair.


Record your opinions before you begin.  What do you think will happen and why?


Record your results in a table. Perhaps draw a graph to help you with your conclusion.


Finally make your conclusion.  (Say what you found out.)


Which shapes moved most easily (quickly) through the water? 


Which shapes took longest to move through the water? 


How and why did water resistance make it easy or difficult for the shapes to move through the water?














