Chilthorne Domer Church School

DRUGS POLICY - 2002

Definition of 'drug'
A drug is defined as a chemical substance that can change the way a human body works, either physiologically or psychologically.

Policy Statement

At Chilthorne Domer School there shall be:-

· no taking of illegal substances by any person, child or adult.  It is an offence to knowingly allow anyone to use illegal substances on school premises;

· no solvent or aerosol abuse;

· no alcohol brought onto, or consumed, on the premises by any child;

· no smoking on school premises as a whole

· reasonable care of any prescribed or non prescribed medicine brought onto the premises.

In order to implement this policy, the following points should be noted:-

1.
Procedures
~
see Appendix A

2.
Drug Education
see Appendix B
3.
Over the Counter Drugs
Children must not be given over the counter drugs in school or carry them on their person on school premises

4
Medicines in School

a
When a child has a non serious illness, and is regarded by a parent as fit for school, a parent may request the school to administer a prescribed medicine to the child.

b
A parent should not send prescription medicines to school without informing the designated health and safety staff member personally, or in writing if personal contact is not possible.

d.
We ask that parents come into school to administer non prescription medicines. 
e.
The school should agree to such requests providing the use of such medicines in school is reasonable and the instructions given are clear. An indemnity form must be signed by the parent, Headteacher and person administering medication and handed to the health and safety personnel together with the medication. A designated member of staff will administer any medication.

f.
The indemnity form states that, while every effort will be made to ensure that medicines are taken according to the instructions given, the school cannot take responsibility for errors or oversights.  If the strict observance of timings and dosage is critical, then parents should make other arrangements for the medicines to be administered.
g.
All medicines are to be retained in a safe place, under the direct care of the health and safety member of staff.
h.
Children with asthma will retain their inhalers in their own classroom, but inhalers must be given to the class teacher and kept in a safe place.  Separate arrangements will need to be made for children with diabetes, or other long term condition that need medicines. Children who need their inhaler following swimming are responsible for remembering their own medication, if necessary a second inhaler should be provided by the parent.
i.
We do not allow cough / throat pastilles to be kept in school. Children must not bring them into school unless special permission is given by the Head teacher and permission will only be given in exceptional circumstances.

5
Non-Smoking Policy
a
In our schools we aim to teach children a positive attitude towards non-smoking.  In addition, all of our staff, working either full or part-time, and our Governors, have agreed a non-smoking policy for the school premises as a whole.

b
This policy runs through holidays as well as term time, emphasizing the importance we give to this matter and setting a clear example to children.

c
All parents will be informed of this policy through the school brochure and have been asked to support the school by not smoking anywhere on the school premises at anytime.

Appendix A

PROCEDURES
Illegal Drugs
In the unlikely event that a child in our school will be in possession of drugs, the child found with a suspicious substance s/he should be taken to the Headteacher where the child will be gently questioned in the presence of a witness.  Parents will be informed that the meeting has taken place.  Consideration will be given to the involvement of other appropriate agencies.

Having removed the substance, place in a sealed container, record the time, place and date of when the substance came to our attention.  (Again in the presence of a witness).

The Headteacher will contact the local police to arrange for the substance to be collected, identified and secure it into police custody for later disposal.  A record will be kept by the school of any drug incident.  The Chair of Governors will be informed.

 If any equipment associated with substance misuse is found on school premises, it should be handled with extreme care for risk of infection.  It should be stored in a secure and rigid container e.g. an empty coke can, to await collection by the police.

Staff need to note that:
It is an offence under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 to take in to one's possession illegal substances even with the intent of preventing a student from committing or continuing to commit an offence in connection with that drug unless the member of staff takes all reasonable steps as soon as possible either to hand the illegal drugs to the police or destroy the illegal drugs (ie. by flushing down the toilet).

Other Drugs
Young children may not realise the dangers associated with 'tablets'; many drugs look very similar to sweets.  It is possible that children might bring such drugs to school to secretly share with friends. If a child is found with such substances, they must be questioned carefully and the substances removed.  The Headteacher must be informed as soon as possible.  The substance will be given to the parents at the end of the day after being informed of the incident.  

Our Drug Education Programme should help to alleviate incidents of this nature.
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Drug Education Programme

	
	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	Knowledge & Understanding
	*School rules relating to medicines.

*Basic information about how the body           works and ways of looking after the body.

*The role of medicines (both prescribed &        over-the-counter) in promoting health &         the reasons people use them.

*Understanding that all drugs can be harmful    if not used properly.

*Simple safety rules about medicines & other   substances used in the home, including          solvents.

*Consideration of alcohol and tobacco, 

  their general effects on the body and on         behaviour.

*People who are involved with medicines       (such as health professional, pharmacists,     shopkeepers).

*People who can help children when they          have questions or concerns.

	*School rules relating to medicines, alcohol, tobacco, solvents & illegal drugs.

*More detailed information about the body, how it works and how to take care of it.

*Different types of medicines (both prescribed and over-the-counter), legal and illegal drugs including their form, their effects and their associated risks.

*Introduction to the law relating to the use of legal and illegal drugs.

*People who can help children when they have questions or concerns.
*Dangers from handling discarded syringes and needles.

	Skills
	* Communicating feelings such as concerns     about illness & taking medicines.

* Following simple safety instructions.

* When and how to get help from adults.
	* Identifying risks.
* Coping with peer influences.

* Communicating with adults.

* Decision-making and assertiveness in situations          relating to drug use.

* Giving and getting help.

* Safety procedures when using medicines.


	Attitudes
	* Valuing one's body and recognising its           uniqueness.
* Attitudes towards medicines, health               professional & hospitals.

* Attitudes towards the use of alcohol and        cigarettes.

* Responses to media & advertising                   presentations of medicines, alcohol              & smoking.

	* Valuing oneself & other people.

* Attitudes & beliefs about different drugs & people       who may use or misuse them.

* Responses to media and advertising   presentations      of alcohol, tobacco & other legal drugs.

* Taking responsibility for one's own safety and             behaviour.


