DESI GN AND TECHNOLOGY POLI CY
| NTRCDUCT! ON

Today's children are living in a highly devel oped technol ogi cal society.
They are constantly using and controlling a wi de range of technol ogy whether it
be the use of a light switch, calculator, conputer systemor photocopier. This
is all part of their experience of life and one which they will use in the
cl assroom Design and Technol ogy is about practical problem solving and using
materials available to themto solve problens in a man-nmade environnment. At the
primary | evel we can instil attitudes towards Design and Technol ogy in which the
children can realise that in technology there is never just one correct
solution. The process of identifying a need, designing a solution, building an
artefact and testing and evaluating it can be nost satisfying to the child,
particularly if it works and has sone rel evant function or application

RATI ONALE

XX XX School recognises the inportance of technology for pupils of al
abilities as a subject which hel ps prepare themfor the rigours and demands of
adult life. XX XX School has identified and recognised the two areas of the
subj ect, the Design and Technol ogy capability and Information Technol ogy
capability.

DEFI NI TI ON

This statenment of policy is concerned only with Design and Technol ogy
capability. A separate policy statement deals with Information Technol ogy
capability. Design and Technol ogy capability in this school is achieved through
opportunities and experiences across the curricul umwhich enable pupils to take
part in a broad range of activities directly concerned wth:

I denti fyi ng needs

Cenerating ideas

Pl anni ng

Maki ng

Eval uati ng

Desi gn and Technol ogy can be achi eved both through a subject approach and topic
or thematic approach, i.e.

Sci ence - design and build apparatus for an experinment.

Technol ogy - design and build a battery powered buggy.

SCOPE

Al pupils will study Design and Technol ogy throughout their schooling.
Al'l pupils and students should be given equal opportunity to study all aspects
of Design and Technol ogy.
PRI NCI PLES

Desi gn and Technol ogy will be devel oped through a range of subject areas in
the school so there will be co-ordination between subjects. Design and



Technol ogy involves pupils in activities which allow themto design and nmake
artefacts, systens and environnents using a wide range of materials including:

Textil es

G aphic nedi a
Construction material s
Food

The contexts in which Design and Technol ogy activity can take place will be
hone, school, recreation, conmunity, business and industry.

In our school the process of Design and Technology will involve pupils in
the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentifying needs and opportunities for Design and Technol ogy activity

(b) Design generation

(c) Planning and maki ng

(d) Eval uating

The children should be given opportunities to work individually and as
nmenbers of a team
Desi gn and Technol ogy shoul d take into account the age and maturity of the
children and should increase in conplexity as pupils progress.
Activities should reflect pupils' understandi ng of needs and beliefs of other
peopl e and cultures, now and in the past.

Al M5 AND OBJECTI VES

XX XX School believes that Design and Technol ogy is an essential conponent
of the curriculumbecause it ains to devel op
(1) Basic knowl edge and identity of:
Material s (natural and nan-nmade)
Forms and sources of energy
Sensing and control systens
Desi gn (pl anni ng, organisation, aesthetics, presentation)
Eval uati on
Skills in the above area

(2) Conpet ence in:
Use of instrunents, equipnment, tools and systens.
Application of instrunents, equipnment, tools and systens.
Use of materials

(3) Awar eness of:
Real life situations and issues
| npact of technol ogy (past, present and future)
Conflicts of interests (personal, econom c and environnental)
Aest hetic and social inplications.

(4)Attitudes shoul d encourage:
Curiosity
Oiginality
Initiative
Co- oper ati on
Per sever ance
Open m ndedness
Sel f-criticism



Responsibility
Respect towards materials, tools and environnent.

This policy will formpart of the school's overall response to the
chal | enge of the National Curriculum of which Technol ogy fornms an inportant
part. It should be read in conjunction w th other such docunents as the schoo
policy for the Information Technol ogy capability and County poli cies.



