GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR TEACHING ASSISTANTS:

1. The context of the work:

NTAs should;

· know the structure of the National Curriculum, Literacy and Numeracy Strategies, and the Agreed Syllabus for RE as they apply to children in the school.

· be aware that the school has a place in educating children in spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

· understand the role of the teacher as primary educator to the child at school.

· understand their role as a support to the teacher/s, other support staff and agencies serving the children.

2. Curriculum content, planning and assessment:

a) Whole curriculum;

NTAs should;

· become increasingly familiar with the purpose and scope of the relevant requirements of the curriculum.

· Strive to become increasingly effective in developing children’s language, reading, numeracy and other skills.
b) Subject knowledge and application;

NTAs should;

· have knowledge and understanding of the curriculum at a level which will assist effective teaching of the basic skills.

· Use their knowledge and understanding in supporting work with children and in helping to assess their progress through basic skills.
3. Learning and teaching strategies:

a) Children’s learning;

NTAs should;

· work with teachers to identify, and respond appropriately to, individual differences between children.

· show that they are aware of how children learn and that there are many factors that affect learning.
· assist teachers in setting appropriate and challenging targets for children.
b) Teaching strategies and techniques;

NTAs should;

· support clear expectations of children’s behaviour and assist in securing appropriate standards of discipline.

· help to create and maintain a purposeful, orderly and supportive environment for children to learn in.

· be able to maintain children’s interest and motivation.

· present learning tasks and curriculum content in a clear and stimulating manner.

· be able to work with children individually and in groups, and contribute to decisions about the most appropriate learning goals and teaching strategies.

· use a range of supporting techniques considering – in consultation with teachers – how best to deploy them.

· communicate clearly and effectively with children through questioning, instructing, explaining and feedback.

· manage their own and children’s time effectively.

· make a constructive contribution to the use of computers and other classroom resources to aid learning.

· assist children in acquiring the individual and collaborative study skills necessary for learning.

Training:

As part of the staff NTAs are entitled to training to become increasingly proficient in the areas outlined above. Training is available through on the job help, paired work, individual study, county run courses.

