WRITING ASSESSMENT LEVELS 1 TO 3

PURPOSE & ORGANISATION
GRAMMAR
STYLE
SPELLING
HANDWRITING

Level 1

(the writing communicates meaning through simple words and phrases
( in his/her reading of the writing, or in the writing itself, the child begins to show awareness of how full stops are used


( letters are usually clearly shaped and correctly oriented

Level 2C

( the writing communicates meaning beyond a simple statement

( it shows some characteristics of narrative or non-narrative, but the form may not be sustained

( individual ideas are developed in short sections
( there is some evidence of punctuation conventions being used to demarcate units of meaning
( the vocabulary is appropriate to the subject matter with some words used effectively

( overall, the writing draws more on the characteristics of spoken language than on those of written language


( some common words are spelt correctly, and alternatives show a reliance on phonic strategies with some recall of visual patterns
( handwriting is legible, despite inconsistencies in orientation, size, and use of upper and lower case letters

Level 2B

( the writing communicates meaning using a narrative or non-narrative form with some consistency

( the organisation reflects the purpose of the writing, with some sentences extended and linked through connectives other than ‘and’
( there is evidence of some sentence punctuation
( sufficient detail is given to engage the reader, and variation is evident in both sentence structure and word choices, which are sometimes ambitious
( in  spelling, plausible attempts reflect growing knowledge of word structure, together with an awareness of visual patterns, and recall of letter strings generally
( handwriting is clear, with ascenders and descenders distinguished, and generally upper and lower case letters are not mixed within the word

Level 2A

( the writing communicates meaning in a way which is lively and generally holds the reader’s interest

( some characteristic features of a chosen form of narrative or non-narrative writing are beginning to be developed
( growing understanding of the use of punctuation is shown in the use of capital letters and full stops to mark correctly structured sentences
( links between ideas or events are mainly clear and the use of some descriptive phrases adds detail or emphasis
( spelling of many common monosyllabic words is accurate, with phonetically plausible attempts at longer, polysyllabic words
( handwriting shows accurate and consistent formation

Level 3

( the writing shows evidence of organisation, imagination, and clarity

( the main features of the chosen form are used appropriately beginning to be adapted to the intended readers
( the basic grammatical structure of sentences is usually correct

( punctuation to mark sentences – full stops, capital letters, and question marks – is used accurately
( sequences of sentences extend ideas logically, and words are chosen for variety and interest
( spelling is usually accurate including that of common polysyllabic words
( handwriting is joined and legible

