WRITING ASSESSMENT WORKING TOWARDS LEVEL 1

PURPOSE & ORGANISATION
GRAMMAR
STYLE
SPELLING
HANDWRITING

Working towards Level 1

( the writing may be organised into words and sentences with letters grouped into separate units

( the meaning is not easily communicated to an outside reader (although the teacher may be able to make it out!)

( the purpose of the writing is expression rather than communication of meaning


( the use of full stops shows awareness that they exist, but no understanding of their function


( the style of the writing is not sustained – the focus may shift without warning leading to incoherence

( some elements of book structure may be present, but not sustained
( appropriate initial letters are used to represent whole words

( common C-V-C words are usually spelt correctly

( some common grammatical words may be spelt correctly


( letter formation may be careful and legible, but some ascenders and descenders can be indistinct

Level 1

( the writing communicates meaning through simple words and phrases
( in his/her reading of the writing, or in the writing itself, the child begins to show awareness of how full stops are used

( full stops and capital letters may be used but not necessarily to demarcate sentences


( the style remains largely consistent through the passage and some descriptive elements may be present
(key monosyllabic words may be spelt correctly

( attempts at longer words show some knowledge of initial and final sounds
( letters are usually clearly shaped and correctly oriented

In using this grid to assess writing a ‘best fit’ profile is the aim. The main areas of assessment should be the purpose and organisation, and the style of the passage. Aspects concerning spelling, grammar, and handwriting are less significant but should, nevertheless, be taken into account when making an overall assessment.

