WRITING ASSESSMENT LEVELS 3 to 6 (Narrative)            NAME                                                   ASSESSED LEVEL

PURPOSE & ORGANISATION
PUNCTUATION & HANDWRITING
STYLE , GRAMMAR, and SPELLING

-towards Level 3

( the writing communicates meaning through the narration of real or imagined events

( some basic elements of story structure are present, including an opening, more than one character or participant, and two or more events in chronological sequence

( where appropriate story language such as  one day…suddenly… may be used
( ideas and sentences are sometimes demarcated by capital letters and full stops

( handwriting is accurately formed and consistent in size
( ideas are often linked with and, and then, so, showing the influence of spoken language structures

( vocabulary is close to speech in the use of words such as make, do, have, get, thing, although some variation may be evident

( simple monosyllabic words are usually spelt correctly and alternatives are phonetically plausible

Level 3

( the main features of story structure are used to  organise events – for example, the writing has a beginning, middle, and simple ending

( events are related to one another, though not necessarily well-paced

( imagination is shown by the inclusion of some details intended to create humour, interest, or suspense
( at least half the sentences are correctly demarcated, showing an understanding of sentence structure

( when used, full stops, capital letters, and question marks are used accurately

( inverted commas may be used 

( handwriting is joined and legible
( evidence of the beginnings of a written style is shown in the way, for example, connectives – but, when, so, because – are used to clarify the relation between ideas (contrast connection in time, explanation) and in the use of simple noun phrases or adverbs to create variety and add interest

( within sentences, subjects and verbs generally agree

( spelling is usually accurate

Level 4

( the writing is coherent and well-paced with the beginning, middle, and end of the story suitably distinguished and events logically related

( characters are created and there is some significant interaction between them

( characterisation is evident, for example through direct or reported speech

( the writing is lively and seeks to interest the reader through, for example the ways in which characters or events are developed and commented on


( full stops, capital letters, and question marks are used correctly 

( within sentences there is some evidence of correct use of commas to separate elements of a sentence, or items in a list

( inverted commas are used to clarify where direct speech begins and ends

( handwriting is fluent, joined and legible


( meaning is extended through the use of grammatically complex sentences, showing, for example, different types of sentence connectives (if, when, rather than, although, however), and the expansion of phrases before and after the noun

( well-chosen phrases, or attempts to use adventurous vocabulary contribute to effectiveness of the writing

( pronouns and tenses are generally consistent throughout

( spelling is generally accurate

Level 5

( the writing is well structured and shows a secure grasp of a chosen form (realistic, fable, myth, adventure, etc)

( elements of dialogue, action and description are interwoven

( the reader’s interest may be engaged through the use of different narrative techniques, such as opening with action or dialogue, or moving between times or places

( the writer may show control of the narrative by commenting on the action or indicating the thoughts or feelings of the characters

( paragraphing is used to mark the main divisions of the narrative, such as the opening, main events, and ending


( almost all sentences are correctly demarcated and show the appropriate use of commas and speech marks to introduce and conclude direct speech, and capitalisation of proper nouns

( a range of punctuation such as brackets or dashes is appropriately used (for example, to add humour or enhance descriptions)

( apostrophes and inverted commas are used correctly

( handwriting is joined, clear, and fluent, and, where appropriate, is adapted to a range of tasks
( the style gives shape and interest to the writing overall, with a variety of simple and complex sentences used effectively

( vocabulary choices are imaginative

( language is used precisely and conveys effectively the writer’s intended meaning

( appropriate choices are made between standard English, colloquialism or dialect, according to the formality of the writing

( words with complex regular patterns are usually spelt correctly

-towards Level 6

( the story is well constructed in an appropriately chosen form and shows the development of a theme as well as a plot

( detail and sequence are confidently managed to engage and sustain the reader’s interest – for example, through the management of surprise, inclusion of conflict or relationship between characters

( ideas, including any dialogue, are organised appropriately into paragraphs
( a range of punctuation is used correctly to vary pace and clarify meaning in narration and direct speech

( within sentences, commas are used to avoid ambiguity in relating elements or to show division between clauses

( there may be some evidence of the effective use of colons or dashes to structure long sentences
( a range of sentence structures and varied vocabulary are used to create specific effects, appropriate to the type of story – for example, the writing might show the development of literary features such as the patterning of words and phrases, alliteration, the use of figurative language, or deliberate use of dialect for characterisation

