Library and Information Skills for Primary School Children

Ai s

1. To equate libraries with fun and enj oynent.

2. To create an interest in books.

3. To foster the idea of borrow ng.

4. To enable children to use libraries and sources of information effectively
ENGLI SH ATTAI NMENT TARGET 2: READI NG

Level 3

Devise a clear set of questions that will enable themto sel ect and use
appropriate information sources and reference books fromthe class and schoo
[ibrary.

Level 4d

Fi nd books or magazines in the class or school library by using the
classification system catal ogue or database and use appropriate nmethods of
finding informati on when pursuing a line of inquiry.

Level 5d

Sel ect reference books and other information materials and use organi sati ona
devices to find answers to their own questions and those of others.

Library Skills Year 3
Al phabeti cal order

An al phabet frieze on the classroomwall is very useful

1. Each menber of the class can wite their nane on a card and then arrange

t hensel ves in al phabetical order

2. Two or three teans can be formed and a conpetition held to see which team can
get in proper order first.

3. Each nmenber of the class can be given a card with an author's nane on it,
once again they can be told to arrange thensel ves in al phabetical order

4. As a followup to (3), each nenber of the class could be asked to find where
that author's books are shelved and stand next to them

Al phabet CGanes

1. Al phabet story

Ask the first child in the class to make up a sinple sentence, the last word of
whi ch nmust begin with the first letter of the al phabet - and so on round the
class until all the letters of the al phabet have been covered.

2. Al phabet Book

G ve each child a letter of the al phabet and ask themto wite a sentence using
words which contain their letter as many tinmes as possible. (See seven silly
sausages)

3. Phone book



Separate pages fromold tel ephone directories - give a selection to each child
and ask themto rearrange the pages in al phabetical order

Library Skills Year 4
Focusing Activities

1. Search for books on a subject of your choice in the library. Search anong
smal |l collection in classroom

2. Further sorting or classifying - saying how these will be useful to the

t opi c.

3. Present children with a collection pictures or objects - ask themto guess
t he Topi c.

4. Ask children to think of the questions they would |ike to ask about a Topic.
5. Present children with true/false statenents about a topic - ask themto
deci de.

6. Make a list of everything every child knows about a topic before starting.
(Compare with know edge at end)

7. Read story or poem which gives a clue about topic about to be studied.
Children to guess.

Library Skills Years 5 & 6
Ref er ence Books

Ref erence books should be introduced in as clear and informative a manner as
possi bl e.

1. Explain why libraries have reference collections as well as information books
- How they differ in content frominformati on books.

- Way they cannot be borrowed.

- Describe the different types of books found in the reference section. (This
could take the formof a question and answer session, with children encouraged
to take an active part in devel opi ng ideas).

2. Concentrate on encycl opaedi as,

dictionaries and atlases but try to use a wi de range of reference books

i ncluding sone adult ones. It may be useful for this age group to conpare the
i nformati on provided on a subject in several reference works of the sane type
and to discuss differences.

3. Using the work sheets as guides, devise questions in this format, but using
the rel evant topics discussed with the class.

Mul ti-vol une encycl opaedi as

Make the foll ow ng points:

a) The information is contained in a series of vol unes.

b) The vol unes are arranged in al phabetical order as indicated on the spine.
c) The index is a separate volune and should be the first entry point to search
for information.

d) When using the index, explain the nunbering systemused e. g. volune no. |,
foll owed by page no. , followed by part of page.

e) Show how to nove fromthe index to the main body of the work.

f)Indicate that the heading at the top of the page nanes article bel ow

g) Poi nt out the use of "see" and "see al so" references.

Di ctionaries

Make the follow ng points:



a) The anount of information contained in dictionaries is I ess than

encycl opaedi as

b) Al phabeti cal arrangement - no index

c)Headings indicate first and | ast words on a page

d)Dictionaries can help with pronunciation, origin of word use in context and if
nore than one mneani ng.

Maps and Atl ases

Make the follow ng points.

a) The index and place names at the back of the atlas will give both page nunber
and grid reference.

b) The contents list will show you if the atlas has maps and i nformati on on
popul ati on, weather, vegetation, nountains, rivers etc.

c) The scale line, visually at the front page, can be used to calcul ate

di st ances.

d) Sone maps have keys and Ordnance Survey maps use conventional mapping signs to
i ndi cate railways, canals etc.

e) Road maps indicate how inportant a road is by its colour, letter and nunber.

Si ngl e Vol umre Wor ks

The arrangenent of these can vary. Point out how to access information as in
mul ti-vol ume works.



